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Creating this profile 
 
Since the launch of Big Local in Kirk Hallam, we have posted to our website as much 
information as possible, seeking transparency of activity and open conversation with 
members of the community and relevant partners and interested groups. We see this site 
also as our library or archive that tracks the story, the background, the ups and downs and 
the change achieved along our Big Local Pathway.  
 
In January 2013 we held our first community meeting exploring what would make Kirk 
Hallam an even better place to live. In February the Big Kirk Hallam steering group was 
formed. In April, we ran our second large community meeting, leading to an outline of four 
main themes for community change and 16 top priorities for action, our vision and logo. 
 
In April we had appointed our Local Trusted Organisation and in May our resident chair. The 
steering group agreed it was time to take stock and draw together the stats and stories to 
give a profile of Kirk Hallam and its residents, the issues and needs in the community. This 
will inform the development of our Big Local Plan in the autumn and winter.   
 
This profile was developed by Hazel Windle and Colin Simpson from the Big Kirk Hallam 
steering group and Julie Brown who is a local resident. The work was supported by Bill 
Badham, our Big Local rep. We started in May and completed the profile in October 2013.  
 
Our profile looks to act as a narrative that draws together some useful stats and stories 
relating to Kirk Hallam and linking as much as possible to the material, the reports, the 
videos from residents posted on our website: www.bigkirkhallam.wordpress.com. To avoid 
drowning in detail, in the stats section we have given some headlines that are supported by 
a hyperlink to more information from http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk.  
 

 
Hazel Windle, Colin Simpson, Julie Brown and Bill Badham 
Big Kirk Hallam Steering Group, October 2013 
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A quick summary of this report 
 
Stories: a look back in time 
The industrial revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries made Kirk Hallam what it is today. It 
used to be a sleepy little farming community with four farms and a church. The nearby 
collieries and Stanton iron works made the population swell. Kirk Hallam was annexed to 
Ilkeston in 1934. The population expanded dramatically in the 1950s and 1960s, as large 
housing developments were built.  First, public sector housing was built in the 1950s by 
Ilkeston Corporation and local employer Stanton and Staveley. Then in the 1960s and 1970s 
a mix of public and private housing was developed. Today, around 6,000 people live in the 
area, which was historically agricultural. The population of Kirk Hallam has gone down since 
2001, as people move to find employment after the closure of the big industries. 
 
Stats: taking stock of the present 
Kirk Hallam is a well-defined geographical area of about 6000 residents, with a clear identity, 
a sense of history and community spirit. There are about 2700 dwellings. There is a wide 
range of households with significant numbers with dependent children and of older residents. 
The population is predominantly white and born in the UK.  
 
Local challenges, in order of statistical significance, are educational achievement, the living 
environment, health, crime and barriers to housing and services. Unemployment is slightly 
higher than the Borough rate and more acute in households with dependent children. 
Decline in large scale local employment has affected quality of life and living standards.  
 
There are however some marked differences in life experience across the Ward’s four 
neighbourhoods. Residents in the north west enjoy significantly better outcomes than the 
other three areas. Health outcomes are worst in the north east of Kirk Hallam. Education 
achievement is poor, except in the north west where it is average. Levels of crime are 
roughly the same across the Ward, higher in the south side and lower on the north side. 
Barriers to housing and services are more acute on the east side of the Ward. The living 
environment is best in the south west and north east of Kirk Hallam.  
 
The stats indicate many aspects of Kirk Hallam life and living standards which are 
comparable to the Borough, region and country as a whole. The overall neighbourhood 
rankings nonetheless show significant need across a number of indicators and that the level 
of need varies across the four neighbourhoods in Kirk Hallam.   
 
Community conversation: looking to the future 
Since our launch in December 2012, we have spoken with over 600 people of all ages and 
across all parts of Kirk Hallam through large events and small group meetings. We have had 
over 1000 responses to surveys and questionnaires. From this activity arose four themes 
and 16 areas for action. These were reviewed by residents at spring and summer events, 
leading to agreeing our vision and priorities.  
 
Our vision 
Our vision is to help make Kirk Hallam and even better place to live through fostering 
community spirit and increasing togetherness, improving the opportunities we have and the 
environment we live in.  
 
Our themes and next steps 
Our four themes that give us the framework for our priorities for action are: 1. Things to do 
and places to go; 2. Access and the environment; 3. Quality of life; 4, Education and training. 
Our next steps over the autumn and winter are to develop our first draft Big Local Plan 
based on our vision and themes arising from our community conversation. 
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Stories: a look back in time 
 
Kirk Hallam: Hazel Windle digs up some history  
 
The industrial revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries made Kirk Hallam what it is today. It 
used to be a sleepy little farming community with four farms, and a church. The nearby 
collieries and Stanton iron works made the population swell. As soon as the manufacturing 
jobs went, the area went into decline. 
  
A thousand years ago, the area was all forests and the monks of Dale Abbey started 
clearing areas for farming. The All Saints church was built in the middle ages, and from that 
Kirk Hallam got its name. Some farms sprung up, and a path from Mapperley was made up 
to the church so people from Mapperley could attend. 
  
In the 19th century, the village was owned by the Newdigate family who constructed a small 
school. The lake was used as the water reservoir for Ilkeston and the Nutbrook canal was 
built to move goods from Shipley and other collieries. The canal was never very busy, and 
often dried up. There were jobs available at the Kirk Hallam coal and iron company, which 
was located near the canal. The church was almost falling down before the Newdigates 
came up with the money to repair it and redo the foundations in 1859. 
  
Go to http://www.old-maps.co.uk/maps.html to search 
for maps of Kirk Hallam. Here is one from 1886. 
 
There were harvest festivals since Victorian times, with 
lots of fruit, vegetables and produce stacked in the 
church. There was also Kirk Hallam Hall next to the 
church and a Sunday school. Where the estates are 
now, there were farms and a row of cottages called 
Bunker's Hill. There were no buses until about 1950 or so, meaning people had to walk up 
and down the hill to fetch items from Ilkeston. There was only one small shop in the early 
20th century. The south estate and the shops were the first to be built. 
  
Dallimore School got its name from a person called Dallimore who worked in the church in 
the 1930's. The other schools were built when the village expanded in the 1950's and 
1960‘s. During the Second World War a search light and army camp were built on the hill, 
opposite from the present day petrol station. The redevelopments in the latter half of the 20th 
century was the last time any big changes were made to Kirk Hallam. There was also a 
youth club in 1968, with a magazine called 'The Owl' and football games. The historic 
buildings like the canal toll house, Kirk Hallam Hall and the old cottages were all demolished 
to make way for new houses or the realignment of Ladywood Road. 
  
The lake, known as 'Beauty Spot' ceased to be Ilkeston's water supply in the early 1900's, 
and was owned in the inter-war years by Mr Holland. Fishing and boat rides were popular 
pastimes, as was ice skating in the winter. The village was never particularly notorious for 
anything, although it had a reputation for the home of murderers and thieves in the 1600's as 
recorded in the 'History of Ilkeston' by Trueman. 
 
Kirk Hallam was annexed to Ilkeston in 1934. The population expanded dramatically in the 
1950s and 1960s, as large housing developments were built.  First, public sector housing 
was built in the 1950s by Ilkeston Corporation and local employer Stanton and Staveley. 
Then in the 1960s and 1970s a mix of public and private housing was developed. Today, 
around 6,000 people live in the area, which was historically agricultural. The population of 
Kirk Hallam has gone down since 2001, as people move to find employment after the 
closure of the big industries. 
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A resident reminisces – Ken Udall’s blog  
 
In this blog, Ken Udall speaks about Kirk Hallam history, recent changes and future homes. 
Ken is a recently retired aerospace engineer at Rolls Royce and vice chair of Kirk Hallam 
Community Hall. 
 
What's good about Kirk Hallam ?   
It used to be the murder capital of Ilkeston, but private purchase of council houses and the 
transfer of the Balloon Woods "sink" estate to Cotmanhay passed this dubious honour to the 
other side of Ilkeston.   
 
The transfer of the West Hallam secondary school pupils from Ilkeston to Kirk Hallam 
benefited "The Comp" school of Kirk Hallam. The estate was built rapidly after the war and in 
the 1970's, but then stabilised and many have settled here for a long period, giving a stable 
multi-generational society.   
 
Low Kirk Hallam house prices relative to surrounding areas have also tended to discourage 
emigration. The estate is of compact form and sufficiently isolated from Ilkeston to have its 
own identity. It is large enough for many needs to be met locally (Petrol, Doctors, Dentists, 
two supermarkets, Post Office, Chemist, Chip Shop, Newsagents, Church, Community Hall, 
2 Pubs, 2 primary and 2 secondary schools, etc).   
 
The Friends of Kirk Hallam Church have made the churchyard a beautiful place, so that the 
old church is a popular wedding venue. The large churchyard still has plenty of space, so 
many funerals also take place here, aiding social cohesion and giving care at a vulnerable 
time. The portakabin called Friendship House fits the ordinariness and functionality of the 
place, but is a useful facility. There is now also a Friends of Kirk Hallam Lake and other local 
groups. Beautiful and historic Dale Abbey is within walking distance, as is the very rare post 
windmill. The last miller's widow, Peggy Smedley, lives near the church. She moved to Kirk 
Hallam when she "retired" from getting up at 3 in the morning to turn the mill round because 
the wind had changed direction! 
 
Sound recording from a range of residents 
 
On our website there are a number of recordings of young and old talking about Kirk Hallam, 
what it was like and what it is like now. Here are two links. 
 

• Residents speak out at the community event on 12 April 2013. Tune in at 2.50 
minutes to hear an older residents describing what she loves about Kirk Hallam. Here 
is a short extract.  
 
“I was 18 when I came to Kirk Hallam when the houses were first built and I’ve been 
here ever since and I’m 82. We’ve had some brilliant things happen. There used to 
be a gentleman called Keith Nicholls and he used to organise a carnival and all sorts 
of things for young and old. Everyone contributed. Everyone enjoyed it. I’ve been 
here all these years and there is no sign ever that we’ll leave here. I love Kirk 
Hallam.”  
 

• Sara Phillips talks about regaining community spirit 
 

“It would be nice to have the carnival back: people enjoying themselves and maybe 
bring the community back together, doing activities together. Because they don’t 
have that any more. We don’t have a New Year’ Eve party any more. The carnival 
got stopped.” 
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Stats: taking stock of the present  
 
This section draws out some main findings from the stats. The purpose of doing this is to 
make sure the emerging themes and priorities in the community conversation are backed by 
the facts and figures, the makeup of the community and its needs. The first part looks at 
Ward level. The second part looks at indicators of need across the Ward’s four 
neighbourhoods. The third part gives a brief overview and summary of findings. 
 
All data and diagrams are from neighbourhood statistics.gov. Other data is from the Office of 
National Statistics 2011 Census and Openly Local.  
 
The two main websites for these sources are: 

• http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk 
• http://openlylocal.com/areas/search?postcode=OL12+6RQ&submit=Search+by+post

code. 
 
 
The picture at Ward Level 
 
This summary gives an overview at Ward level  of households and housing, health, work, 
education and transport. Data on crime is not available at Ward level in a comparable 
manner. It is included for neighbourhood level. 
 
The summary statistical table is in the appendix and online. 
 
Kirk Hallam is a village in the south-east of Derbyshire. It is located just outside of Ilkeston 
on the A6096, Ladywood Road which runs through the middle of the estate. The south side 
of the estate is predominantly ex-council houses, whilst the north side of the estate is a 
mixture of ex-council houses, private homes (Wimpey houses circa 1950-60’s) and social 
housing. 
 
Kirk Hallam is one of the eight wards of Ilkeston within the Erewash Borough. 
 
Kirk Hallam is represented by 3 councillors: 

• Labour – Councillor Louis Booth 
• Labour – Councillor John D Frudd 
• Labour – Councillor Stephen D Green 

 
Households 
 
6,417 people live in this area. Residents are 40.7 years old on average. There are roughly 
equal in number of males and females. 97.8% of residents are born in the UK. 
 
764 households (28.6%) have dependent children, with 295 (11.1%) of these with children 0-
4. 193 households, or 7%, are of single parents with dependent children. These figures 
compare to the borough, regional and national averages. 64% of households are of couples 
and 26% are single households. 
 
You can find more information here. 
 
72% say they are Christian, 19% of no religion. You can find more information here. 
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Housing 
 
There are 2,697 dwellings. Housing density is twice that of the Borough. 30% of households 
own their home outright; 35% have a mortgage or loan. 33.6% are tenants, 27.6% renting 
from East Midlands Homes, formally Three Valleys Housing which undertook a Council stock 
transfer. 3.5% rent from private landlords, slightly lower than across Erewash. 
 
You can find more information here. 
 
There are 197 detached houses (7.2%), 20% less than the borough and region rates. There 
are 1729 semi-detached houses (63.55%) which is between 20% and 30% more than in 
borough and region. There are 668 (24.5%) terraced houses and 129 flats (4.7%), both 
relatively similar percentages to the borough and region. 
 
You can find more information here.  
 
Health 
 
38.3% of residents say they are in very good health, lower than across the Borough and 
East Midlands and 10% lower than nationally. 34% say they are in good health. This means 
27.7% see themselves as not in good health, with 13.1% saying their day to day activities 
are limited a lot, compared to 8.9% across Erewash. 
 
157 households with dependent children (5.9%) have an adult with long term health 
problems, which is higher than average and is an indication of the likelihood and extent of 
young carers in Kirk Hallam. 786 households (29.5%) with no children have an adult with 
long term health problems, about 7% higher than borough, regional and national averages.   
 
You can find more information here. 
 

76 people live in medical and care communal establishments; these are all older residents.  
 
You can find more information here. 
 
Work 
 
Among those of working age, 37.1% are full-time employees and 14.7% are part-time 
employees. 5.1% are self-employed.  
 
5.1% are economically active but unemployed, compared to 4.5% in Erewash, 4.2 in the 
East Midlands and 4.4% nationally. 1.8% of those between 16 and 74 are long term 
unemployed which is above the borough, regional and national averages of about 1%. 
 
You can find more information here. 
 
5.7% (153) of households with dependent children have no adult in work, higher than 
borough, regional or national average. 
 
You can find more information here.  
 
A third of those in work are in manufacturing, 16.5% in wholesale and retail and 7.6% in 
transport and communications. About 10% are in health and social care and 6% in the 
education sector. 
 
You can find more information here. 
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Education 
 
15.6% of those over 16 have 5 or more A-C or equivalent GCSEs, slightly lower than the 
Erewash, regional and national percentages. 39.7% of people over 16 have no formal 
qualification, which is significantly higher than for Erewash at 25.9%, the East Midlands at 
24.7% and national at 22.5%. 
 
Transport 
 
887 (33.3%) of households do not have a van or car, about 10% higher than borough, 
regional and national figures. 
 
You can find more information here. 
 
 
The picture at neighbourhood level 
 
All 32,482 neighbourhoods in England have been 
ranked on a range of indicators. This data is taken 
from the Indices of Deprivation 2010. For this 
purpose, Kirk Hallam is divided into four 
neighbourhoods of similar population. As indicated 
on this map, the areas are roughly South East, 
South West, North East and North West.  
 
These are comparable statistics for all 
neighbourhoods in England. The table below gives 
key figures to compare across the four neighbourhoods and a national ranking. Each total in 
the table is out of 100, with 0 being the best, 50 being average and 100 being where levels 
of deprivation are highest. The overall neighbourhood ranking is shown with a marker: the 
further to the right, the higher the level of deprivation in that neighbourhood. 
 

Indicator  South East 007A  South West 007B  North East 007C  North West 007D  
 
Health (255) 

 
67 

 
62 

 
89 

 
37 

 

Education 
(346) 

 
97 

 
90 

 
96 

 
63 

 
Crime (230) 

 
65 

 
65 

 
55 

 
45 

Barrie rs to 
housing & 
services (144) 

 
53 

 
15** 

 
53 

 
23 

Living (282) 

env/ment 
 

71 
 

55 
 

83 
 

73 
 
 
Overall 
national 
neighbour-
hood 
ranking* 
 6609 out of 32482 8594 out of 32482 4107 out of 32482 15154 out of 32482 

 
*The most deprived neighbourhood in England has a rank of 1; **This figure is surprising 
and we are treating it with caution. We are unsure as to why it is so comparatively low. 
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Brief overview  
 
Kirk Hallam is a well-defined geographical area, with a clear identity, a sense of history and 
community spirit.  
 
There is a wide range of households, with significant numbers with dependent children and 
of older residents. The population is predominantly white and born in the UK.  
 
Local challenges, in order of statistical significance, are educational achievement, the living 
environment, health, crime and barriers to housing and services. Unemployment is slightly 
higher than the Borough rate and more acute in households with dependent children. 
Decline in large scale local employment has affected quality of life and living standards.  
 
There are however some marked differences in life experience across the Ward’s four 
neighbourhoods. Residents in the north west enjoy significantly better outcomes than the 
other three areas. Health outcomes are worst in the north east of Kirk Hallam. Education 
achievement is poor, except in the north west where it is average. Levels of crime are 
roughly the same across the Ward, higher in the south side and lower on the north side. 
Barriers to housing and services are more acute on the east side of the Ward. The living 
environment is best in the south west and north east of Kirk Hallam.  
 
The stats indicate many aspects of Kirk Hallam life and living standards which are 
comparable to the Borough, region and country as a whole. The overall neighbourhood 
rankings nonetheless show significant need across a number of indicators and that the level 
of need varies across the four neighbourhoods in Kirk Hallam.   
 
In the community conversation between December 2012 and summer 2013, care was taken 
to reach all four corners of the Ward and each event plotted where people lived. The Ward 
and neighbourhood data above is important to ensure that in developing our Big Kirk Hallam 
themes and priorities due attention and weight is given to the underlying needs in each part 
of Kirk Hallam. 
 
 
Looking ahead  
 
A substantial redevelopment is likely to go ahead of the former Stanton Ironworks site over 
the coming 20 years. Final planning permissions have not been granted but the proposals 
include: 

• 2000 homes, including start up homes and social housing 
• Business units 
• 2 primary schools 
• Medical Centre 
• New infrastructure. 

 
It is of course hard to identify the likely impact on neighbouring Kirk Hallam, but the 
assessment in this profile is the changes are over a considerable length of time and that 
during the next 10 to 15 years, activity will have no immediate bearing on Big Kirk Hallam’s 
themes and priorities for action. Major long term factors are likely to include transport and 
congestion, access to secondary schools and the generation of some local employment.  
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Community conversation: looking to the future 
 
Having looked at the stories of the past and the stats about the present, this section draws 
together the community conversation about the future. The table summarises activity. We 
then look at what residents say they love about Kirk Hallam, what could be better, priorities 
for action and spend and finally our vision and logo arising from this process. 
 
What we’ve done: a bit about the whole consultation  process 
 
Since our launch in December 2012, we have spoken with over 600 people of all ages and 
across all parts of Kirk Hallam through large events and small group meetings. We have had 
over 1000 responses to surveys and questionnaires. From this arose four themes and 16 
areas for action. These were reviewed by residents at spring and summer events, leading to 
agreeing our vision and priorities. Here is a table of our activity with web links. 
 
 Small groups  Community 

events  
Surveys  Website 

/video 
Social media  News 

 
Dec 
12 

Dallimore 
Primary 
School  

 Paper survey 
via Community 
Hall 

Ken Udall’s 
blog  
 

Twitter 
throughout 

Launch in the 
news 

 Ladywood 
Primary 
School  

     

Jan 
13 

Technology 
College 
students 

First 
community 
meeting report 
 
 

Technology 
College 
students  
 

Tackling 
vandalism: a 
young resident 
speaks 

Twitter 
summary 

BBC radio 
Derby 

  First 
community 
meeting 
photographic 
record 

 Sara Phillips 
talks about 
regaining 
community 
spirit 

E-post card Youth facility 
shuts 

    Tackling drugs 
and alcohol: a 
young resident 
speaks 

  

    Trevor Harris 
talks about the 
community hall  

  

Feb    Emerging 
priorities 

 500 
households 
leaflet drop 

Mar Sure Start 
dad’s group  

Three schools 
community 
walk and 
presentations 

    

April Sure Start 
parents’ group  

Second 
community 
meeting report 

 Community 
event 
interviews 

  

  Second 
community 
meeting: vision 

    

May       
June     Launch of 

Facebook site 
Newsletter 1 

July Older 
residents 
report 

Lakes and 
Meadows 

  Launch of 
Twitter 
account 

 

Aug       
Sept  Autumn fair    Newsletter 2 
  Harvest Moon     
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What we’ve found out  
 
What we love about Kirk Hallam 
 
All small and large groups meeting as listed in the above table have spoken with great pride 
and passion about Kirk Hallam. The young have talked with care and interest for older 
residents. Older residents have stood up proudly for children and young people.  
 
Here is a short 2 ½ minute Soundscapes of residents’ views at the community event on 12 
April 2013. Here as the children from Dallimore and Ladywood Primary schools sharing their 
views.   
 
Below are the reflections of those at the first community meeting in January 2013 about what 
they like about Kirk Hallam. Here is the full report 
 
1. 
Semi-rural; Kirk Hallam lake; almost self-sufficient in terms of shops and services. Well 
connected with transport links to Nottingham and Derby. Good choice of school. Thriving 
church. Excellent sports hall.  
 
2. 
Pioneer Meadow, Nutbrook trail, Kirk Hallam lake and surrounding area, daffodils down 
Deepdale, primary schools, cat and fiddle pub, church and church yard. 
 
3. Mix of age groups, community spirit, friendly people, Nutbrook trail, lake, heritage, green 
spaces, schools, bus service, SureStart, Coop. 
 
4. People and the strong sense of community 
spirit. The good things that link to this are: family 
connections, in and around open spaces, local 
shops like the post office, bus routes central, 
church, social club / fishing, large plots, local 
eatery, community college.  
 
5. Good areas for walking dogs etc, good bus 
service, local dentist, doctor and chemist, local 
shops, schools within walking distance, local 
places to eat, community hall for functions.  
 
6. A good community with most services available.  

• Accessibility: countryside, towns, visitor sites all in the same place 
• History: one of the oldest churches in the UK 
• Community: good friends 
• Friends and community groups  
• Schools and teachers 
• Doctors and caring people 
• Lake and meadows 

 
 
What could be better about Kirk Hallam 
 
The table above gives links to all the community conversations that have taken place and 
which are on the website. These all include a focus on what could be better and what should 
be done. Below is the write up from the initial ideas from the first community meeting. These 
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were then refined through further discussion with various groups, leading to a different 
ordering and adding quality of life as a key theme. In this report, the ideas from the 6 small 
groups have been grouped under common themes, phrased as actions and things to be 
done. If a concern has for example x 2 next to it, it is because the issue was raised by two 
different groups. 
 
Things to do and places to go 

• Improve facilities for young people x2 
• Get a youth club 
• There need to be more events or activities for families and children, especially during 

half term 
• Spaces and activities are needed for children and young people  
• Improve childcare facilities x2 

 
Safety   

• Need better spot lighting provision 
• Street lighting is poor and needs improving 
• Shop area needs to be safer; they feel unsafe 

at night with groups of teenagers hanging 
around 

• Action needs to be taken to tackle drugs and 
alcohol issues, especially around Queen 
Elizabeth Way Shops 

• Tackle the gangs gathering around the top 
shops 

• Reduce anti-social behaviour 
• Reduce vandalism 

 
Schools, education, training and job opportunities  

• Improve after school facilities 
• Improve nursery facilities 
• Apprentiship schemes required at local schools 
• There needs to be more local job opportunities 
• Secondary schools 

 
Community spirit and supporting community groups 

• We need to improve the poor finance for community groups 
• We need more community events 
• We need to act to reduce the community split between sides of the main road which 

makes it like 2 different communities.  
• We need to reduce the isolation of old people 
• Improve the heating in the community hall 
• Revamp the tired community hall 
• Improve community spirit 
• Need a community bus 

 
Environment  

• Grass verge policy in need of urgent review x3 
• Parks are rubbish and dirty and need improving x2 
• There need to be more grit boxes x 3 
• It is unsafe for outdoor activity areas eg bike rides and this needs improving 
• The pavements are awful and need improving 
• We want places to stop and sit 
• Dog mess needs sorting x2 
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• We need more visual character and distinctiveness 
• Problem with narrow roads needs addressing 
• Lakeside could do with more tidiness 
• We need to improve the appearance and cleanliness of the area 
• We need to reduce car parking on bus routes 
• Stop bikes using the gities 
• Reduce the speed along Ladywood Road 
• Improve access for elderly residents 
• Improve lighting and car parking around church drive 
• Reduce litter 
• Improve bus service including to the shops x2 

 
 
Our emerging themes and priorities 
 
From all the responses gathered over the winter and spring, 16 themes for action emerged 
which were grouped under four main themes.  
 
Over the spring and summer, Julie Brown, a resident and previous member of the steering 
group, reviewed the emerging themes and priority actions against all the messages, blogs, 
videos and reports on our website arising from the community conversation to check these 
represented what was being said and to check if anything had been missed. We then took 
this back to a large community event on 12 April. Having explored and voted for their priority 
actions and determined roughly what level of spend there should be on these, residents and 
workers then had the opportunity to describe and their vision for Big Kirk Hallam based on a 
sound understanding of Big Local and of the emerging priorities. A competition was started 
to decide on the logo that best represented the vision. 
 
Emerging Themes and Priorities for Big Kirk Hallam 

 
Things to do and places to go 
 
Residents are telling us that there should be better facilities for young/old/groups to meet up 
in.  A community centred environment which different groups could use.  A skate park would 
give the young ones somewhere to socialise rather than hanging round shops etc.  It’s been 
mentioned that we should be making more use of the good buildings we have in Kirk Hallam 
already rather than looking at a new build.  The parks need improvement.  We have plans to 
include our elderly residents and consultations continue with their representatives.  Our 
residents agree that we should continue to support local community events to try to build on 
the community spirit we have in Kirk Hallam. 
 
Things to do and places to go priority actions 

• Things to do and places to go for children 
• Things to do and places to go for young people  
• Things to do and places to go for older residents 
• Improved facilities outside 
• Improving facilities indoors 

 
Access and environment 
 
Our younger residents noticed that Kirk Hallam has a lot of graffiti and litter problems.  Also 
the shops could be improved to give a better impression of Kirk Hallam.  We are working 
with Trent Barton discussing bus services around the estate, looking at if bus transport could 
be improved.  Some residents have said they would like to see a cafe in Kirk Hallam, which 
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would be used by lots of different ages in the community, and would be something we could 
build on and would encourage the community to work together.  By improving things to do 
and places to go, hopefully some of the problems of vandalism would improve the 
environment as well. 
 
Access and environment priority actions 

• A nicer environment, with less litter, graffiti and dog mess 
• Improved shopping area and places to eat 
• Improved disabled access to shops 
• Safety through tackling vandalism 
• Better transport around Kirk Hallam and to city centres 

 
Quality of life 
 
This area covers, supporting families in Kirk Hallam, helping support people who are in 
financial difficulties, working with Credit Union, making a difference to families.  Also 
encouraging community events, the Community Hall could and should also be used more by 
the community as a whole, eg cinema club, dj'ing, youth groups.  The words “something to 
feel good about” came across in our community meetings. 
 
Quality of life priority actions 

• Supporting families 
• Supporting vulnerable people (drugs and alcohol) 
• Community spirit and celebration 
• Tacking hardship and poverty 

 
Education and training  
 
Lots of people we have spoken to would like to see more after school facilities, and 
improvements to nursery facilities in Kirk Hallam.  We need to look at how we can help 
tackle the lack of apprenticeships and job opportunities within Kirk Hallam as well.  Some 
residents have expressed an interest in joining clubs/workshops if these were held in a 
community environment.  This would also encourage the community to come together. 
 
Education and training priority actions 

• Apprenticeships, training and jobs 
• Improved access to nursery and after school provision 

 
Cutting the cake 
 
Having looked at priorities for action, residents and workers on 12 April 2013 then thought 
about how to allocate the £1m across the four main themes. In doing this people were 
exploring the difference between priority actions and the money required to support that 
action. Each person who took part in cutting the cake made up to four coloured flags, each 
representing one of the four priorities and then wrote the number of slices of cake they would 
apportion to a maximum of 8 slices. The figures below have been accepted by the Steering 
Group as a guide to spend in the first Big Kirk Hallam Big Local Plan. Here is the full report. 
 
Priorit y areas for action  Slices  

(234 slices used in all 
As a percentage of total 
allocated spend 

Things to do and places to go 101 43.16% 
Access and environment 60 25.64% 
Quality of life 52 22.22% 
Education and training 21 8.97% 
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Our vision for Kirk Hallam  
 
In many of the small group discussions and at the two large community meetings in January 
and April 2013, residents and workers shared what their vision was for Kirk Hallam. These 
ideas, along with many other sources from across the community consultation, led to drafting 
a vision and logo to represent this. These were shared at the Lakes and Meadows 
community festival in July and were subsequently confirmed by the Steering Group. 
 
On the web 
 
On our website there are a number of recordings from our second community event in April 
2013 of young and old talking about their vision for Kirk Hallam. Here are some links. 

• Children and adults develop their vision 
• Three schools join up to share their views and vision for Kirk Hallam  
• Soundscapes of residents’ views is a short 2 ½ minute summary clip of residents and 

workers hopes for what Big Kirk Hallam can achieve. 
• Sara Phillips talks about regaining community spirit 
• Residents speak out is the longer sound recording of residents and workers exploring 

what they love about Kirk Hallam and what their hopes are for the future. Listen in at 
4.35mins with one older residents saying:  
 
“My vision is to get thing going for the youth and to take care of the old.” 

 
At community events 
 
Here are some of the other contributions from the first community event in January. The full 
report is here. The photos of the meeting and work done are here:  
 
1. Our vision is for pride in the community from all ages 

• Good schools to attract good teachers 
• Beautiful public open spaces 
• Facilities for everyone but especially children 
• User friendly access sites and facilities  

 
2. Our vision is for a happy community with better opportunities, valued and respected inside 
and beyond the Borough, with a longer active life expectancy.  
 
3. Our vision is to have a better Kirk Hallam by 2023 

• Get things back to their former glory 
• Kirk Hallam in bloom  
• Contented teenagers 
• Better partnerships with schools 
• Improving what we already have 
• To take the opportunity to do good 
• Better community spirit (of then non-

alcoholic variety). 
 
4. Our vision for Kirk Hallam is to have a 
stronger identity: 

• A local community market and better, 
tidier shops 

• Industrial site with jobs 
• Community allotments 
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• Big focal point, building – somewhere to holed celebrations and community events 
for everyone.  

 
5. Our vision for Kirk Hallam is for a stronger community spirit: 

• Carnival 
• More use of the community hall for events etc 
• Better lighting and barriers in gities etc 
• Feeling safe at night 
• Safe 
• Somewhere to take children.  

 
6. Kirk Hallam  
K – Kirk Hallam and the future we see 
I – It’s positively the best place to be 
R – Rich in spirit and community life 
K – Kids need something to reduce the strife 
 
H – Happy to receive the Lottery money 
A – And make Kirk Hallam flow with milk and honey 
L – Looking after the elderly and not leaving them alone 
L – Lifting the problems to which they are prone 
A – All together we can make it happen too 
M – Motivate, elevate, jubilate create for you! 
 
Our vision for Big Kirk Hallam  
 
From these words, poems and pictures, the steering group drew out some key words and 
ideas and shared a draft which was agreed to. 
 
Our vision is to help make Kirk Hallam and even better place to live 
through fostering community spirit and increasing togetherness, 
improving the opportunities we have and the environment we live in.  
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Building the Big Kirk Hallam Local Plan: next steps  
 
The four themes and 16 priority actions arose through a community conversation. The next 
step to build the Local Plan was through a focus group on things to do and places to go for 
older residents. The process drew together relevant and interested residents and workers, 
exploring what the issues were, what was currently happening and what needed to happen 
next. A short report was then shared with the steering group and posted on our website. 
 
This process is being used for the other themes and priorities. Not all will need exactly the 
same process and not all will be led necessarily by the Big Kirk Hallam Plan coordinator.  
 
A focus group may last about 1 ½ hours, with about 15 people. It is about a shared space to 
agree key issues, map what is happening, discuss current gaps and agree what should be 
done and by whom. This is not about people telling Big Kirk Hallam what they do or about 
them using our links to push their own agenda.  
 
The focus groups seek to move Big Kirk Hallam from community dialogue to agreed action. 
It seeks to foster collaborative effort around community identified needs. It seeks to identify a 
potential lead organisation for each theme which will be supported by Big Kirk Hallam to 
scope emerging and changing need, orchestrate responses and identify new challenges and 
opportunities. There is always one steering group member linked to each theme. 
 
This draft Local Plan is for the period April 2014 to end of March 2016. The indicative spend 
based on 10% of the £1m / year is 20%, or £200,000 of Big Kirk Hallam money. Other funds 
may be levered in that are additional. The proposed spend for each theme was determined 
through community conversation on 12 April 2013 as set out above. 
 
There are three parts to developing the Big Local Plan before it can be submitted to Local 
Trust, the managing and accountable body: 

• The partnership constitution agrees the governance structure for Big Kirk Hallam;  
• The Memorandum of Understanding which is the signed agreement between 

partnership members and Local Trust; 
• The Big Local Plan which sets out the vision, priorities and delivery plan for the first 

stage of this ten year programme. 
 
 Proposed milestones  for these tasks are outlined below. 

 
  

Activi ty  Sept  Oct  Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Ap  
Plan  Focus 

grps 
 1st draft of 

Plan to SG  
2nd draft 
to SG 

Revisions  
 
Submit 
to LT 

 
 
LT 
review 

Approval 
and 
launch or 
revisions 
and 
resubmit 

MOU 
 

  MOU draft   

Constitution    Constitution 
draft 
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Appendix 1: Community skills audit  
 
A community needs and skills audit was undertaken at the first community meeting in 
January 2013. Here is the report.  

The whole group thought about what we need to help us make the changes we want to see 
happen in Kirk Hallam through Big Local. What are the values and virtues (Heart) to hold us 
on course, the knowledge (Head) to guide us and skills (Hands) to get on and do stuff? 

Points were written on postits and added to a large sticky wall plotting our journey from 
where we are now to our vision for the future. These postits are grouped in the list below. 
They don’t all fit that neatly but it works reasonably well.  The list is mainly what we need 
from ourselves, with just a few things we may need from others. And what we mainly need 
from ourselves according to this group is a big Heart. 

From us as residents and volunteers in the communit y we need:  

Heart  – the values and virtues to keep us on track 

• Vision 
• A sense of common purpose 
• Bravery – the ability to think big and go for it 
• Motivation 
• Enthusiasm 
• Strength 
• Confidence 
• Resident participation 
• Resident input of all ages 
• Energy and focus 
• Community disagreement and the ability to work through this 
• Enthusiasm and support from local councillors living in the area 
• A sense and belief that we can do it 
• Good will 
• Faith 
• Hope 
• Patience 
• A can-do attitude 
• Empowerment 
• Involvement of all 
• Commitment 

Head – the knowledge we need 

• Interest 
• Finance and financial acumen 
• Knowing the needs of the area 
• Ideas 
• A shopping list 

Hands  – the skills and resources we need 

• Skills 
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• Ability 
• Advice 
• Time 
• A need to get agreement from lots of very different people 
• Communication skills 
• Communications network – 2 way 
• Local newsletter 
• Identifying key skills and matching to abilities of volunteers 
• Practical skills 
• Planning a plan for the future 
• Organisational and project management skills 

From others  

• Support from local businesses 
• Professional help and advice 
• Financial advice 
• Enthusiasm and support from local councillors living in the area 
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Appendix 2: Services in Kirk Hallam  
 
For an online map with these places on, visit:  
www.openstreetmap.org/#map=15/52.9573/-1.3103 
 
Schools 

 
Dallimore Primary School 
Dallimore Road 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4GZ 
Tel: 0115 932 0741 
Email: enquiries@dallimore.derbyshire.sch.uk  
Ofsted report: Dallimore Primary School Inspection 
 
Ladywood Primary School 
Oliver Road 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston DE7 4NH  
Tel: 0115 9320585 
Email: info@ladywood.derbyshire.sch.uk 
 
St. John Houghton School (Catholic Voluntary Academy) 
Abbot Road 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4HX 
Tel: 0115 932 2896 
Email: Admin@st-johnhoughton.derbyshire.sch.uk 
Web: St John Houghton Website 
Ofsted report: St John Houghton Catholic Voluntary Academy 
 
Kirk Hallam Community, Technology & Sports College  
Godfrey Drive 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4HH 
Tel. 0115 9301522 
Fax. 0115 9445884 
Email: admin@kirkhallam.derbyshire.sch.uk 
Web: www.kirkhallam.derbyshire.sch.uk 
Ofsted report: Kirk Hallam Community Technology & Sports College 
 
Sure Start Children's Centre 
Kenilworth Drive 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4EX 
Tel: 01629 531576 
Ofsted report: Kirk Hallam Children's Centre 
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Health  
 
Kirk Hallam Doctors Surgery 
Queen Elizabeth Way 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston  
Derbyshire DE7 4NU 
Appointments: 0115 930 1105 
General Enquiries: 0115 932 5931 
 
Kirk Hallam Dental Practice 
28 Queen Elizabeth Way 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NU  
0115 9440199 
 
Manor Pharmacy Chemists 
22 Queen Elizabeth Way 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NU  
0115 932 4425 
 
Shopping 
Co-Op Market & Petrol Station 
Ladywood Road, Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NF  
0115 944 4041  

 
Nisa – Food For Less 
40  Queen Elizabeth Way 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NU 
0115 930 4606 
 
Post Office and Newsagents 
Open Mon-Fri 9:00 – 17:30 and Sat 9:00 – 12:30 
Can be used for free cash withdrawals as the nearby ATM charges for each withdrawal. 
38 Queen Elizabeth Way 
Kirk Hallam  
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NU  
 
Chip Shop 
36 Queen Elizabeth Way 
Kirk Hallam  
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire 
DE7 4NU  
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Reflections Hairdressers 
34 Queen Elizabeth Way 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NU 
0115 932 2583 
 
Going Out 
 
Community Hall 
Kenilworth Drive 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4EW  
0115 932 9979 
 
Cat and Fiddle Pub 
Ladywood Road 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NJ  
0115 9327540 
Web: www.catandfiddle-pub.co.uk/ 
 
Nottingham Castle Pub 
Currently awaiting new ownership 
Kenilworth Drive 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4FJ 
 
Kirk Hallam Social Club 
Dallimore Rd, DE74GZ 
Contact Wendy Thompson on 01159329909 
 
Worship 

 
All Saints Church 
See website or church noticeboard for services and events. 
71 Ladywood Road 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4NF 
Reverend David Fergus: 0115 932 2402  
Web: www.allsaintschurchkirkhallam.btck.co.uk 
 
Countryside 
 
Sowbrook Lake 
Good angling lake with carp and bream, members only. Night fishing allowed with a permit. 
Disabled friendly. 
Sowbrook Lane 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4 
Web: http://www.nottinghamanglers.co.uk/sowbrook-lake-kirk-hallam.html 
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Kirk Hallam Lake & Meadows 
Day tickets for angling: £1 - £2, season tickets: £5 - £10. Tickets available from Lee, Clive 
and George. Please lower any carp back into the water. 
Godfrey Drive 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire DE7 4HG 
Web: www.friendsofkirkhallamlake.btck.co.uk 
 
Pioneer Meadows Nature Reserve 
Wirksworth Road 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire 
 
Wirksworth Road Allotments 
For rent from Erewash Borough Council, with a waiting list. 
Wirksworth Road 
Kirk Hallam 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire 
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Appendix 3: Stats report – an overview 
 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadKeyFigures.do?a=7&b=6503
285&c=DE7+4HT&d=14&e=62&g=6413955&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&m=0&r=0&s=13790
75925971&enc=1 
 
 

Variable Measure Kirk 
Hallam  

Erewash (Non -
Metropolitan 

District)  
East Midlands  England  

2011 Population: All Usual 
Residents (Persons, Mar11)1  Count 6,216 112,081 4,533,222 53,012,456 

2011 Population: Males 
(Persons, Mar11)1  Count 2,981 54,934 2,234,493 26,069,148 

2011 Population: Females 
(Persons, Mar11)1  Count 3,235 57,147 2,298,729 26,943,308 

2011 Density (number of persons 
per hectare) (Persons, Mar11)1  Rate 23.6 10.2 2.9 4.1 

All Households (Households, 
Mar11)1  Count 2,667 48,692 1,895,604 22,063,368 

All households who owned their 
accommodation outright 
(Households, Mar11)1 2  

% 33.6 33.9 32.8 30.6 

All households who owned their 
accommodation with a mortgage 
or loan (Households, Mar11)1 2  

% 31.3 38.6 34.5 32.8 

Very Good Health (Persons, 
Mar11)1  % 38.3 44.0 45.3 47.2 

Good Health (Persons, Mar11)1  % 34.0 35.4 35.1 34.2 

Day-to-Day Activities Limited a 
Lot (Persons, Mar11)1  % 13.1 8.9 8.7 8.3 

Economically Active; Employee; 
Full-Time (Persons, Mar11)1  % 37.1 41.5 38.8 38.6 

Economically Active; Employee; 
Part-Time (Persons, Mar11)1  % 14.7 15.1 14.4 13.7 

Economically Active; Self-
Employed (Persons, Mar11)1  % 5.1 8.0 8.7 9.8 

Economically Active; 
Unemployed (Persons, Mar11)1  % 5.1 4.5 4.2 4.4 

People aged 16 and over with 5 
or more GCSEs grade A-C, or 
equivalent (Persons, Mar11)1 

% 15.6 16.5 15.6 15.2 

People aged 16 and over with no 
formal qualifications (Persons, 
Mar11)1  

% 39.7 25.9 24.7 22.5 
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Appendix 4: Demographic profile  
 
www.erewash.gov.uk     Erewash Borough Council website 
www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk Office for National Statistics 
 
The population is approx. 6200 residents who live in 2,667 dwellings. There is a good age 
group range within Kirk Hallam, which shows a good diversity. The majority of people are 
aged between 20 – 64 years old (working population), made up of 3,355 residents which is 
54 % of the population.  This is lower than the Erewash are, East Midlands region and 
England by comparison. The remainder of the population are children and teenagers who 
count for 1,489 residents or 24% and retired persons 1,372 22%. This is higher than the 
Erewash are, East Midlands region and England by comparison.  Details are in the chart and 
table below. 
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Age 0 to 4
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Age Structure - March 2011 - Kirk Hallam

Kirk Hallam 

Ward

Erewash Non-

Metropolitan District

East Midlands 

Region

England 

Country

All Usual Residents Count / % 6216 112081 4533222 53012456

Age 0 to 4 Count 378 6,527 270,174 3,318,449

Age 0 to 4 Percentage 6.1 5.8 6.0 6.3

Age 5 to 7 Count 196 3,637 151,534 1,827,610

Age 5 to 7 Percentage 3.2 3.2 3.3 3.4

Age 8 to 9 Count 123 2,298 96,030 1,145,022

Age 8 to 9 Percentage 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.2

Age 10 to 14 Count 372 6,188 264,538 3,080,929

Age 10 to 14 Percentage 6.0 5.5 5.8 5.8

Age 15 Count 92 1,483 56,179 650,826

Age 15 Percentage 1.5 1.3 1.2 1.2

Age 16 to 17 Count 166 2,945 114,815 1,314,124

Age 16 to 17 Percentage 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.5

Age 18 to 19 Count 162 2,600 124,920 1,375,315

Age 18 to 19 Percentage 2.6 2.3 2.8 2.6

Age 20 to 24 Count 389 6,714 307,676 3,595,321

Age 20 to 24 Percentage 6.3 6.0 6.8 6.8

Age 25 to 29 Count 354 6,407 278,581 3,650,881

Age 25 to 29 Percentage 5.7 5.7 6.1 6.9

Age 30 to 44 Count 1,068 22,876 895,538 10,944,271

Age 30 to 44 Percentage 17.2 20.4 19.8 20.6

Age 45 to 59 Count 1,181 23,199 908,888 10,276,902

Age 45 to 59 Percentage 19.0 20.7 20.0 19.4

Age 60 to 64 Count 363 7,211 291,401 3,172,277

Age 60 to 64 Percentage 5.8 6.4 6.4 6.0

Age 65 to 74 Count 629 10,657 414,713 4,552,283

Age 65 to 74 Percentage 10.1 9.5 9.1 8.6

Age 75 to 84 Count 527 6,704 256,569 2,928,118

Age 75 to 84 Percentage 8.5 6.0 5.7 5.5

Age 85 to 89 Count 150 1,714 67,862 776,311

Age 85 to 89 Percentage 2.4 1.5 1.5 1.5

Age 90 and Over Count 66 921 33,804 403,817

Age 90 and Over Percentage 1.1 0.8 0.7 0.8

Mean Age Years 41.9 40.8 40 39.3

Median Age Years 42 41 40 39


