
UPDATE FROM OUR CHAIR - BRIAN COOPER
Welcome to our Christmas Big Kirk Hallam newsletter. I am very pleased to bring you the exciting news
that in partnership with Erewash Borough Council and WREN, we are funding a new skate park to be
built in Kirk Hallam in the summer of 2016. This is long awaited since the previous skate park was
condemned nearly 10 years ago. More details of the project can be found in the article below. There are
also updates on a number of other projects we are funding, including the recent Big Kirk Hallam Camp
Out, a profile of Big Kirk Hallam's vice chair Tracy Thorp, and a competition for the most interesting fact
about Kirk Hallam. We want to fund more projects for our older residents so if you have any ideas as to what
you would like please get in touch. We currently have a vacancy on our Partnership Board if anyone is interested
in joining us; further details are on page 2. We hope you enjoy catching up on all the news and great projects happening on our
doorsteps and on behalf of the Partnership Group I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year.

At the beginning of December we found out that in partnership with Erewash Borough Council we had been successful in

our bid to WREN for match funding to build a new wheeled sports area (Skatepark) in Kirk Hallam. It is anticipated that the

skatepark will cost £130,000 with the

costs split between the 3 partners and will

be ready late summer 2016. The skate park

will be one of the largest in the region,

similar in design to the one based at West

Park in Long Eaton, which is hugely

popular, and will be fully accessible. Young

people and residents from Kirk Hallam will

be fully involved in the process from design

to contract procurement. We will bring you

further updates throughout the year in our

newsletters and on our website. This is

great news for the residents of Kirk Hallam

as it was one of the key priorities that you

identified in our community conversations

with you on how the £1 million pounds of

Big Kirk Hallam money should be spent.

NEW £130,000 PERMANENT SKATE PARK FOR KIRK HALLAM
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BIG KIRK HALLAM CAMP OUT - Article by Vivian Ma KHCA year 10

Wow! What an adventure for the youngsters from Ladywood and
Dallimore Primary schools. During the first weekend of October

children and staff started to gather on Dallimore playing
field, filled with excitement, anticipation and a little bit
fearful of the unknown. The weather was glorious with
blue skies and sunshine. Perfect for a camp out
weekend. This project encouraged children to set aside
technology for a while and truly enjoy themselves with
the wonders of nature. 
The staff and children worked together to pitch the
tents and filled them with piles of sleeping bags ready

to snuggle together under the spectacular night sky.
Energy was needed for the activities ahead and luckily the

staff had already pre ordered 70 bags of warm and delicious
chips, which went down well with everyone. 

As the sun began to set, “The Starman” arranged telescopes for the children
to observe the glistening stars above. Around the

campfire experiences and stories were shared and at the end of the evening “The Starman”
allowed the children and staff to gaze through his own personal telescope and they were
able to see Uranus. 

With twinkling stars scattered across the vast night sky, the children and staff settled
down in their sleeping bags, many of them sleeping under canvas for the first time.
Rumour has it that the staff from Ladywood had to be told to be quiet as they were
keeping the others awake!

A bright new day dawned full of exciting and unusual challenges and activities- including
shelter building, archery, distilling water to make hot

chocolate, team building through silent communication,
and testing out specialist camping food. Additionally they all
made pancakes with an added ingredient – dried bugs! 
Mel Lawson, Head Teacher at Ladywood said, “it was fantastic to see the Ladywood
learners and staff stuck into the activities and enjoy themselves and have time away from
technology.“ 
Here are a selection of comments from the children:
Damon ”I had a great time at the Big Camp Out, the only downside was the dehydrated

food but the chips were nice. We learnt useful survival skills
like making dens. There was plenty of teamwork setting

up the tent.”
Luca “For tea we had rations that we had to pour boiling water over and shut it for 5
minutes. I enjoyed sleeping because we had a midnight feast.” 
Faith ”I enjoyed water purifying and staying up, being loud, because it was so fun.”
Klaudiusc “ I enjoyed most watching the stars because it was fantastic.”
Ebonie “I enjoyed building the tents because I have never done that before.”
Reagan “I have learnt to make pancakes with fire, use flint and steel, and put up and
down tents.”
Emily “I most enjoyed trying the bugs because it was something new.”
Clara “This has encouraged me to do anything.”
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MEET OUR PARTNERSHIP GROUP 
Each newsletter we will bring you an interview with a member of our partnership group. 
This edition it’s the turn of Tracy Thorp, our Vice Chair.

We asked Tracy about Kirk Hallam and why she joined the Partnership Group

Tracy said “ I’ve lived in Kirk Hallam all my life (40 years). I joined the partnership as I am very passionate
about the area I live in. I also have 2 children growing up in the area so I’ve always shown an interest in
anything that will affect my children’s future. That is the reason I joined and continue to be on the
board as well as being able to see as many projects through as possible to improve Kirk Hallam. I have
worked at Ladywood Primary School for nearly a year and have been a governor at Dallimore Primary
School for 6 years. Kirk Hallam is and always will be a very important place to me as I was raised here
and so will my 2 children be.”

Thank you Tracy - we know you love Kirk Hallam. 

If you share Tracy’s passion for Kirk Hallam and would like to be part of the Partnership Group and have a
say in how the £1million pounds is spent in Kirk Hallam see below 

NEW PARTNERSHIP GROUP BOARD MEMBER WANTED 
We currently have a vacancy on our partnership group. We meet on the 2nd Monday of every month at 17.30pm in the 6th form building at Kirk
Hallam Community Academy. You don’t need any particular skills, just an interest in improving your local area and to be a resident of Kirk Hallam. The
meetings whilst structured are informal and the Partnership Group members are really welcoming.  We’d love to hear from you. For more information
contact our chair Brian Cooper:  chair@bigkirkhallam.org.uk or our Plan Coordinator Jsan Shepherd: jsanbigkh@outlook.com or tel 07952 314622

Ladywood and Dallimore Primary Schools have opened out the community lunch
project to include grandparents of children attending the schools. Below is a photo
from a recent community lunch at Ladywood Primary School at which 40 older
members of the community attended and ate a traditional roast dinner. A
number of people commented how tasty the food was – much better than the
school dinners they remembered! The lunches are still open to older members
of the community even if you don’t have a grandchild at the school. Just contact
the schools (Ladywood 0115 9320585 or Dallimore 0115 9320741) to book a

place. We’d love to hear from you about your experience if you have attended a
lunch – our contact details are on the back page.

GRANDPARENTS ENJOY A SCHOOL LUNCH 

DADTASTIC GROUP RELAUNCHING
We are pleased to announce that the Dadtastic group will be relaunching from January 2016 with the group meeting the last Satuday
morning in each month at the Childrens Centre. The group had folded earlier in the year due to lack of capacity at the Childrens Centre to
staff the group, but with the Big Kirk Hallam funding the group is able now to meet on a monthly basis. Any Dads are welcome to attend
with their children. It’s a great time to socialize with other dads and spend quality time with your children. Just contact the Childrens Centre
to let them know you will be attending.

FLI MOBILE SKATE PARK
Due to popular demand we have increased the number of sessions we are funding for the
mobile skate park. It now runs on the last Friday evening and Saturday morning every month
in the old gym at Kirk Hallam Community Academy. 
A.J. and Nick who run Fli said “We get great satisfaction doing the skatepark for the children
and it seems to be a massive hit every month.” 
Stanley aged 6 said “It's wicked lots of kids go. Some are just learning and some can do
dead good tricks...love how there's skateboards and scooters to use and whiz around on! 



MR KIRK HALLAM
Here is a photo of Mr Kirk Hallam sitting beside his pool in Los Angeles, wearing
a Big Kirk Hallam T shirt! Kirk says “Kirk Hallam really is a beautiful place” We
agree Kirk although Los Angeles looks pretty good too!
More details on this story can be found on our website. (see below for address)

COMPETITION TIME
We’d like you to tell us more about Kirk Hallam. Send us your interesting facts and
stories about Kirk Hallam to win a £20 voucher. There are 2 categories; 16 years and
under; and 17 years and over. The writer of the best story / fact from each category
will receive a £20 voucher 

Closing date is 31 January 2016. Please send your entries via email or post to the
contact addresses below.  We will publish details of the winners and their stories in
our next newsletter. Good luck!

CHILDREN’S SAVINGS SCHEME
Well done to Ruiben Belfon aged 9 from Dallimore Primary school – he has made regular
deposits into the children’s saving scheme (the primary schools are running this project
in partnership with Derbyshire Community Bank) and has saved a massive £100. He has
now used the money to buy himself an enormous box of Lego. Have fun building Ruiben!

For general enquiries, contact us at: admin@bigkirkhallam.org.uk
Or write to us at; c/o Jsan Shepherd, Big Kirk Hallam, Kirk Hallam
Community Academy, Godfrey Drive, Kirk Hallam. Ilkeston. DE7 4HH 

Follow us on Twitter:@BigKirkHallam   
Find us on facebook: Search “Big Kirk Hallam”

Our website address: https://bigkirkhallam.wordpress.com/

Telephone:  07952 314622

Meet 2nd Monday of month at 5.30pm at 6th form building Kirk
Hallam Community Academy – All members of the public welcome
to attend.

If you’ve enjoyed this newsletter check our website for more photos
and detailed updates of all of the projects we are funding.

HERE’S HOW TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH BIG KIRK HALLAM
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