
Hello everyone and welcome to our 11th newsletter. As we move through 2018 
we are starting work developing our year 5 and 6 plan, which runs from August 

2018 to July 2020 and marks the halfway stage of the 10 year programme. It’s 
good to look back over the past 4 years to see what a difference the funding 
has made to Kirk Hallam and the impact that the projects have had on all 
ages of the community. We are all looking forward to the next two years and 
excited about continuing to fund projects to make that lasting difference to 
all of us living in Kirk Hallam.

This newsletter contains updates from some of the projects we are funding 
including TLC (tea, laughter and cake), Stay and Play, the Youth Club, Knit 

and Natter and Monkey Trouble. There is also an article on page 2 about the 
Big Thank You event we held in December and details of the winners. On the 

back page you can find out the latest news about the Community Café, including 
a job opportunity for a Café Manager. The insert this month is all about the Community 

Centre: what’s on, an interview with Alisya, the Community Development worker, and plans for the 
next few months. The Community Chest is open again this month for applications for awards – see 
below for more details. Wishing you all the best. Tracy

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

This is a new group which meets every Monday afternoon from 2pm 
until 4pm in the main hall at the Community Centre on Kenilworth 
Drive. There is always lots of chatter and laughter, plenty of tea, 
coffee, hot chocolate and cakes, as well as games and entertainment. 
It has been running now since the beginning of January and numbers 

are increasing. If you are free on a Monday afternoon pop along for a 
chat and some cake – no cost as we are funding this from our main plan.

 

TLC (TEA, LAUGHTER AND CAKE)

PAGE    JOB AND VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES AT COMMUNITY CAFE   and  MONKEY TROUBLE         

PAGE 2 BIG THANK YOU AND AGM     PAGE 3  ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Let’s make a lasting difference

Big Kirk Hallam

4

elcome to Big Kirk Hallam’s 11th  
Newsletter - February 2018

WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY CHEST?
The Community Chest is a pot of money for local groups to apply for grants and purchases up to 
£1,000. Each application must be made by two residents and can be supported by, or in partnership 
with, a local organisation. It must fit the criteria of one of the priorities in our plan. After the closing 
date, applicants are invited to a meeting with a few members of the Partnership Group to give us 
more information and detail about what the funding will be used for and the difference it will 
make to the community. Check on our website bigkirkhallam.wordpress.com for further 
information, the application form and details of how to apply. 

Previous awards have been made to the Brownies, the Scouts, the Warm Welcome 
Club, the Friends of Kirk Hallam Lake, Dallimore Primary School, Dallimore Nursery 
School, the Multi Agency Team, Ladywood Primary School, Monkey Trouble playgroup, 
and the pop up café.
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The BIG Thank You and AGM
We were amazed at the response we had to our request for nominations for the Big Thank You 
awards. By the time of the closing date we had received 96 nominations for people who live or 
volunteer in Kirk Hallam and who make a difference to the area.

Everybody nominated was invited to the Big Thank You Award event on 2 December. Again we 
were very surprised at the numbers of people who came along to the awards to celebrate all the 
contributions that make a difference to Kirk Hallam.

Every nominee was presented with a certificate by the Mayor of Erewash, Councillor Mary 
Hopkinson. As there were such a large number of nominations we decided to choose a winner for 
each of the four themes across the plan. It was so good to hear of all of the volunteering and work 
done by residents to make Kirk Hallam such a great place to live.

AND THE WINNERS WERE...
Things to do and places to go - The Warm Welcome 
Club: Mavis Raines, Ethel Burton, Debra Ward

For all their hard work and dedication to make the 
Warm Welcome luncheon club a friendly and happy 
place for local residents to meet. 

Access and the Environment - The Gardening 
Team at All Saints Church: Alan Boswell, Brian 
Bostock, David Pickworth, Ken Udall

The work that they do most days to keep the 
churchyard and grounds maintained and tidy. 
Sadly Brian Bostock passed away on 22 December, 
aged 85. He did so much for the community, often 
quietly and unseen. He will be greatly missed and 
remembered fondly. Rest in peace Brian.

Quality of Life: Lindsey Rice 

Taking a dinner round to her neighbour every day 
and buying meals for him to cover when she was 
away on holiday.

Education and training - The Reading Buddy team 
at Ladywood Primary School: young learners 
Abby Jameson, Bethany Martin Brooks, Taylor 
Frettingham, and Sylvie Humphreys

Showing the drive and determination to offer 
Ladywood children a library service, giving up time 
before and after school and leaving the lasting 
legacy of the reading shed.

WEBSITE BIGKIRKHALLAM.WORDPRESS.COM

At the AGM on 2 December 
the following residents 
were appointed onto the 
Partnership Group for the 
coming year: 

We have two vacancies for 
places on the Partnership 
Group so if you are interested 
in becoming involved and 
being part of the decision 
making on how the funds are 
spent, please contact our Plan 
Coordinator Jsan Shepherd. 

The event was held alongside the opening of the 
Community Café and Christmas activities and stalls, 
all of which were also popular. It was a bit chaotic 
with so much going on. We have therefore reviewed 
this arrangement and decided that the 2018 Big 
Thank You awards will be a stand alone event with 

our AGM in October and there will be a separate 
Christmas event with Santa attending in December. 

The AGM

David Addis
Sarah Addis
Amabel Badder
Alex Harris
Matt Betesta (young person)
Sylvie Humphreys (young 
person)
Lindsey Rice
Antony Robinson
Amanda Speake

Tracy Thorpe
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Youth Club
The Youth Club is back up and running on Friday evenings between 6pm 
and 8pm at the Community Centre. The young people have renamed the 
club ‘Youf’. 

Mel Dawson, the lead for the club said: “At the Youth Club we deliver fun 
and engaging activities including music, cooking and movie nights, as 
well as games and competitions. We ended the year with a Big Christmas 
party with a VIP section for four young people who won our competition.”

Activities have also included healthy breakfast week, pyjama party, 
Christmas jumper day, sports week, movie night and pool competition. 

Young people can just turn up and it’s free to get in.

Stay and Play

We received the following comment on our Facebook page:

“First time I’ve been up with my two boys, and will definitely be back to more. My two had a fantastic 
time and made some lovely Christmas crafts to hang on our tree. Thank you for the goody bags. 
Merry Christmas to you all - hopefully see you all again soon.”

Our next stay and play is in half term on Tuesday 20 February 10am to 1pm and there will be some 
Chinese New Year activities. Free snacks and lunch bag for every child attending.

Dates for your diaries – Stay and Play is every Tuesday morning in the school holidays, 10am to 1pm.

We gave some Community 
Chest funding to a project run by 
volunteers from the community 
to put on a Christmas day 
meal for people in Kirk Hallam 
who would otherwise be by 
themselves. The residents 
attending had a wonderful day 
and didn’t want to go home at 
the end.  

The Stay and Play holiday club continues to be very 
popular. At the session in December the children made 
lots of Christmas crafts, baked Christmas bread as well 
as playing with the toys and games set out. The children 
received a small goody bag and each family went home 
with a Christmas food bag. Thank you to Fareshare and 
Co-op for your food donations.

Xmas Lunch
The Knit (and Crochet) and Natter group meets every Monday 
morning between 9am and 12noon at the Community Centre. It 
is a drop-in session so you can stay as long as you like. It’s free 
to attend with coffee and tea provided. Here’s what the knitters 
and crocheters say about the group: 

Come along on a Monday morning – we have wool and needles 
available too.

Knit and Natter

“It’s my first week and everyone 
has made me feel very welcome.”

“It’s great fun and a great place 
to meet like-minded people.”

“I’ve learnt how 
to crochet.”



For general enquiries contact us at: 

jsanbigkh@outlook.com

Our website: bigkirkhallam.wordpress.com

Telephone us at: 07952 314622

Write to us at: c/o Jsan Shepherd, Big Kirk Hallam 
Community Centre, Kenilworth Drive, Kirk Hallam, 
Ilkeston, DE7 4EW

Check out our website for more photos and detailed 
updates of all the projects we are funding.

@BigKirkHallam

Search: ‘BigKirkHallam’

Job and volunteering opportunities 
at the Community Café
Uchoose have been running the café since it 
opened at the beginning of December. However, 
the Community Centre are now looking to begin 
the handover from them and are recruiting for a 
Café Manager to take over the day-to-day running 
of the café. They are also looking for volunteers to 
help run the café during busy periods.

Future plans for the café

Once the Café Manager is in post the Community 
Centre are planning on changing the menu to 
include more wholesome home-cooked dishes 
such as soup, stews, casseroles and bakes 
with the menu regularly changing to reflect the 
produce available. Keep an eye out on our website 
and social media pages for further details. 

Keep in touch!
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Monkey Trouble 
The Monkey Trouble playgroup meets 
every Friday morning beteen 9am and 
11am at the Community Centre and is run 
by two parents. Big Kirk Hallam fund the 
room hire and also made a Community 
Chest payment to the group to purchase 
some new toys.

Everyone is welcome just come along.

Next Meeting
5.30pm, 14 March

Big Kirk Hallam 
Community Centre 

All welcome

Café Manager
22.5 hours per week – generally 7.5 
hours on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 
although some flexibility will be required on occasion. 
£10 per hour. Closing date Friday 2 March 2018

The post is for a 2 year fixed term contract. It is 
envisaged that this will be renewed but is dependent on 
further funding for the project being obtained.

For a copy of the job description and details of how 
to apply please visit our website bigkirkhallam.
wordpress.com and look under Big Kirk Hallam 
Community Centre / Job Opportunities.

Volunteers
Are you interested in food and cooking? Do you like 
meeting people? Would you like to volunteer in the café?

 It’s an opportunity to learn new skills, enhance your 
CV and give something back to the community. Anyone 
interested should contact Jsan or Alisya at the Big Kirk 
Hallam Community Centre on 0115 8772151.

WEBSITE BIGKIRKHALLAM.WORDPRESS.COM


