
Thank you to those o� you who took part in the consultation we carried out 
at the end o� last year. Your comments were really important to us as we 
reviewed the success o� Big Kirk Hallam to date and looked �orward to the 
remaining years o� the project. There is in�ormation on pages 3, 4, 5 and 6 
about the consultation results. On Page 2 we share with you our ideas �or our 
plan �or years 7 and 8.

Hello everyone and 
welcome to our 17th 
newsletter. It �eels very 
strange writing this – 
we are in the middle 
o� lockdown, uncertain 
o� how long it will last. 
The newsletter won’t be 
going to every home as 
usual as we are not able 
to get it delivered, but it 
will be available on social 
media and our website 
and we will have a �ew 
copies printed to give 
out in the community 
shop. It contains details 
o� the consultation we 
carried out as well as our 
thoughts �or our year 7 
and 8 plan.   

I’m so proud o� our 
community and how 
we are pulling together 
and know that we will 
come out o� this stronger 
together. Until then 
have a look through our 
newsletter, stay home, 
look a�er your loved 
ones and stay sa�e. 

Best wishes Tracy

A message �rom 
the Chair

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS UPDATES       

Let’s make a lasting di�erence

Big Kirk Hallam

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

The theme o� this newsletter is all about 
saying thank you. We live in a wonder�ul 
community and we all contribute to 
making it a great place to live.

We are in uncertain and worrying times 
and the community working together, 
being kind and supporting each other is 
so important. 

We have seen our schools, pub, ca�é and community centre all 
close. Yet we are hearing stories o� people looking out �or each 
other and helping neighbours. In general people are behaving 
responsibly and �ollowing the social distancing rules. We are loving 
seeing all the rainbows in windows and hearing the clapping on 
Thursday nights.

We would like to say thank you to all o� you living in Kirk Hallam 
during these di�cult times. We also would like to thank our delivery 
partners - many o� the projects are currently on hold  - and we look 
�orward to working with you again soon. We will support you and 
your projects in the meantime as best as we can.

Spring is here in Kirk Hallam, and the da�odils on Deepdale Avenue 
looked wonder�ul this year. We are so lucky to have so many 
beauti�ul green spaces in Kirk Hallam.

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY 

Our 17th newsletter: April 2020

Here are the winners o� our Big Thank You awards �or 2019 collecting their 
awards �rom our local Councillors Linda and John Frudd. Trevor Harris’s wi�e 
and daughter collected his award �or him. Sadly, Trevor passed away a �ew 
days a�er the ceremony. RIP, Trevor - Kirk Hallam will miss you.

BIG THANK YOU EVENT

Ladywood Pupil Parliament Friends o� Lake and 
Meadows: �or all they do 
to look a�er the Lake and 
Meadows area.

The Dallimore gardening 
team

Trevor Harris: �or all the 
voluntary work Trevor 
did over the years. 



YEAR 7 AND 8 PLAN
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The partnership group has been spending the last �ew months reviewing the 
year 5 and 6 plan and putting together the plan �or the next 2 years. 

We have reviewed whether the vision and themes and activities were still relevant and 
had a look at the way meetings are run and projects assessed and have tightened 
up governance around these. As part o� this process we also commissioned some 
consultation to �ind out resident views. The �indings were extremely positive and 
strongly endorsed the vision, priorities and range o� activities in the current plan. 

We have now put together our �irst dra� o� the year 7 and 8 plan (see details below). It 
still requires a little work and we are hoping that it will be ready in May to submit to Local 

Trust �or approval. 

Project Year 7 Year 8

Things to do and places to go - children
Big Kirk Hallam Camp Out
Holiday Activities

£4,000
£5,000

£4,000
£5,000

Things to do and places to go - young people
Streetgames (programme matchfunded by Local Trust nationally so 
£20,000 project)

Things to do and places to go - older residents
Grandparents School Lunch Club
Warm Welcome Lunch Club
Craft and Chat
TLC (Tea, Laughter and Cake)

£6,667 £3,333

£3,120
£2,400
£1,440
£3,000

£3,120
£2,400
£1,540
£3,200

Improved facilities
Big Kirk Hallam Community Centre £35,000 £30,000

Access and environment
£5,000 £5,000Animal Sculpture Project

Supporting families
£10,000
£2,048

£5,000
£2,184

Young Carers Project
Parent and Toddler Group

Supporting vulnerable people
£5,400
£1,800

£5,550
£1,800

Freedom Project - Challenging Domestic Abuse
GREAT - Primary Schools Positive Relationships

Community spirit and celebration
£1,600

£10,000
£4,000

£1,600

£10,000
£4,000

Community events: (Lake and Meadows: £400, BKHCC summer 
event: £400, BKH Big Thank You & AGM: £400, Harvest Moon: £400)   
Community Chest
Communications

Tackling hardship and poverty
£4,700
£5,000

£4,900
-

Stay and Play 
Community Cafe

Apprenticeships, training and job skills
£10,000

£700
£10,000

£700
Adult Education
Junior Duke of Edinburgh Scheme

Partnership groups costs
£16,746 £17,480Plan Coordinator, printing and publicity, building the plan year 9 and 

10, partnership group costs

Totals £137,621 £120,807



Read the �ull pro�ile review report on our website
Your can read a copy of the full profile review report on our website at 
bigkirkhallam.wordpress.com. 

The report includes statistics for the Big Kirk Hallam area, together with 
the comments and views of those who completed our survey or took 
part in the focus groups. There is also feedback from some of the people 
who have benefited from, or helped to deliver Big Kirk Halam funded 
activities during the first years of the project.

Big Kirk Hallam has been delivering �unded 
activities since 2014. The Big Kirk Hallam 

Plan partnership board is now �ormulating 
the next activity plan and budget

•	 127 surveys were completed (a 
combination of online, paper and 
face- to- face surveys).

•	 118 informal chats or in-depth interviews 
with residents, focus group attendees 
and volunteers. These were carried out 
at community events and activities, with 
local groups, down at the Skate Park, 
outside the local shopping precinct, and 
in focus groups. 

In 2020, the 10-year Big Kirk Hallam project will reach the end of the sixth year of 
delivering activities. The partnership members are planning for the next stage by 
preparing a new Big Kirk Hallam Plan, which will run from July 2020. 

As part of the planning process, the partnership recently commissioned a review of 
the local profile. This took place between June and December 2019 using a variety 
of consultation methods. The aim was to get the latest opinions and feedback from 
residents, and check whether Big Kirk Hallam’s existing priorities and activities were 
still the right ones for the area. 
During the process we talked to the people who live, work and deliver services in the Big Kirk Hallam 
area. In total, 245 people contributed to the profile review consultation:

We’d like to thank everyone who took the time to contribute to the 
profile review and support the process. Your feedback will be used by 
the Big Kirk Hallam partnership to establish what is important to the 
local community in 2020 and beyond. The partnership will take the 
views of residents into account as they put together the next Big Kirk 
Hallam Plan and budget.

We had hoped to hold a community consultation event to talk through our plans with residents but 
un�ortunately due to the coronavirus situation this will not now take place. 

We intend to continue our support �or the community centre and ca�é but at a lower investment rate as 
they move towards sel�-sustainability. The consultation highlighted the positive impact having a central 
hub has on the community. We will continue to support some o� the longer term projects which we 
know make a di�erence to you, such as Monkey Trouble playgroup, Warm Welcome Club, Big Camp Out, 
and Grandparent’s Lunches. We also have some ideas �or new projects which we will be including in the 
plan, such as exploring community learning opportunities, activities �or young people, and installing 
some Kirk Hallam art/landmarks as a lasting legacy.

THE RESULTS OF OUR PROFILE REVIEW
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Current BKH Themes
The profile review consultation has drawn on the experiences, knowledge and needs of 
local residents. When asked what they thought about the current Big Kirk Hallam themes 
and priorities, residents felt they were still valid and relevant, were addressing the priorities, 
and having an impact. Those who had taken part in funded activities said that being 
involved was making a positive difference and, overall, they were satisfied with what had 
been delivered. The four agreed themes for Big Kirk Hallam in the current plan are: 

This theme has four priorities: 

1. Things to do and places to go:    
for children

2. Things to do and places to go:    
for young people

3. Things to do and places to go:    
for older residents

4. Things to do and places to go: 
improved facilities

THINGS TO DO AND PLACES TO GO1

What residents say:

Residents enjoy taking part 
in the activities funded by Big 
Kirk Hallam and the community 
centre is seen as an important 
focal point for local people and 
groups. Residents felt that more 
activities are needed for young 
people, especially teenagers. 

“Our vision is to help make Kirk Hallam an even better place to live through fostering community spirit and 
increasing togetherness, improving the opportunities we have and the environment we live in.”

This theme has two priorities: 

1. A nicer environment with less 
litter, graffiti and dog mess

2. Tackling vandalism

ACCESS AND THE ENVIRONMENT2

What residents say:

The local green spaces, parks, 
lakes and meadows are an 
important and valued asset for 
local people. 

This theme has four priorities: 

1. Supporting families

2. Supporting vulnerable people

3. Community spirit and celebration

4. Tackling hardship and poverty

QUALITY OF LIFE3

What residents say:

Statistics show that there are 
families in need of support in 
Kirk Hallam, and those that are 
benefiting from existing projects 
feel the activities on offer make 
a positive difference. 

This theme has one priority: 

1. Apprenticeships, training and jobs

EDUCATION AND TRAINING4

What residents say:

People would like to see more 
activities to address this priority.

WEBSITE BIGKIRKHALLAM.WORDPRESS.COM4



Residents enjoy taking
part in the activities and

events  �unded by Big Kirk
Hallam. One resident said: 

“We love coming to the events, they’re 
absolutely �antastic.”

42.7% o� the people who completed the 
survey chose ‘The �riendliness o� the 
people and sense o� community’ as one 
o� the two things they like best about Kirk 
Hallam. Many residents have �amily roots 
here and most people think there is a 
strong sense o� community in the area. 

People are happy with the activities 
provided �or young children, such as Stay 
and Play. One person said: “I think Big Kirk 
Hallam is doing a good job by supporting 
things like Stay and Play because there’s 
de�initely a need in the area, especially 
during the summer school holidays.” 
Parents are also very satis�ied with the 
Monkey Trouble playgroup, which is run 
by local residents and delivered in the 
community centre. One said: “Monkey 
Trouble allows young children to socialise 
and start to make �riends be�ore they go 
to nursery and school.”

Older residents were �ull o� praise �or the 
Warm Welcome Club, which is held at the 
Cat and Fiddle Pub. One member said: 
“The lunch club is great. It gets me out 
and keeps me going.”

People love Kirk Hallam’s green spaces, 
parks, lakes and meadows. 37.9% o� 
people completing the survey said it was 
one o� things they like best in the area.

The Big Kirk Hallam community centre is 
viewed as a valuable local asset and many 
people enjoy visiting the community ca�e.

 Your �eedback

What you like best What you like least

Many o� the people
who completed our  
survey were concerned
about the lack o� activities �or
young people aged between 11 and 
late teens. One resident said: “I think 
the teenagers are being missed at the 
moment. They need to be a higher 
priority .” Another said: “It’s probably a 
good idea to talk to young people to 
�ind out what kind o� activities they’d be 
interested in getting involved in.”

Feedback �rom residents suggested 
there are still some isolated older and 
vulnerable people in the area. One 
person said: “There are de�initely older 
members o� the community who �eel 
isolated. I’m not sure how you go about 
encouraging them to take part in things.” 
One older resident said: “There are a lot 
o� things happening at the community 
centre, but we can’t get there.”

64.9% o� residents who answered the 
survey question about possible �uture 
activities said they would be interested 
in ‘Opportunities to improve skills or 
quali�ications’. One resident said: “I 
think gaining new skills is important �or 
everyone and we’re all �orever learning. 
People are looking �or jobs and there 
are jobs out there, but many o� them are 
minimum wage and i� you haven’t got 
quali�ications it’s hard to go any higher 
than that.” Another said: “There doesn’t 
seem to be many opportunities �or the 
education and training side o� the Big 
Kirk Hallam �unding. I� you want to get 
a quali�ication or do some training you 
have to go out o� the area.”

You can read lots more resident comments and �eedback, including key 
statistics, in the �ull 99-page pro�ile review report on our website at 
bigkirkhallam.wordpress.com. The BKH partnership will take into account what 
residents have said as they put together the next Big Kirk Hallam plan.

w
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2019 Survey Results 

In our survey, we asked  ‘Which challenges do YOU think need addressing in the Kirk Hallam 
area? ’ Residents were asked to choose the three  that they considered most important.

As part o� the survey questionnaire, we asked residents how happy they were living 
in the area, how they rated the sense o� community in Kirk Hallam, and how sa�e they 
thought the area was. Here’s what they said:

How happy are you living in this area?

In general, how sa�e is your community?

OK

Not happy

Very unhappy

2.8%

1.9%

How do you rate the sense o� community?

Happy

There were 107 responses to this question

Very happy 48.6%

35.5%

11.2% OK

Weak

Very weak

6.6%

4.7%

Strong

There were 106 responses to this question

Very strong 23.6%

47.2%

17.9%

OK

Unsafe

Very unsafe

6.6%

4.7%

Safe

There were 106 responses to this question

Very safe 11.3%

50.9%

11.2%

20% 80%

Gender breakdown

o� the people who 
completed the survey 
had heard o� the Big 
Kirk Hallam project

Big Kirk Hallam

ALMOST

88%

Help with employment and jobs

Improving levels o� education and achievement

Improving the health and wellbeing o� residents

Reducing crime and improving sa�ety

Improving the local environment

There were 106 responses to this question

40.6%

46.2%

50.0%

72.6%

44.3%

Based on the Kirk Hallam themes, residents were also asked ‘ Which �ive  activities are most 
important to YOU?’

Things to do / Places to Go | CHILDREN

Things to do / Places to Go | YOUNG PEOPLE 

Things to do / Places to Go | OLDER RESIDENTS 

Things to do / Places to Go | IMPROVING COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Access & the environment | A NICER, CLEANER ENVIRONMENT

Better quality o� li�e | FAMILIES

Better quality o� li�e | VULNERABLE PEOPLE

Better quality o� li�e | STRENGTHENING/CELEBRATING COMMUNITY

Better quality o� li�e | TACKLING HARDSHIP AND POVERTY

Developing opportunities | EDUCATION AND TRAINING

61.2%

59.2%

39.8%

56.3%

33.0%

40.8%

37.9%

42.7%

30.1%

42.7%



BIG KIRK HALLAM NEWSLETTER 7

NEWS UPDATE - A CATCH-UP WITH PROJECTS
Citizens Advice
Alex, our Partnership Group 
member lead on communication 
caught up with Sorinne, the 
Citizen’s Advice worker who BKH 
�und to run a drop-in clinic at the 
community centre on Tuesday 
mornings. Sorinne told her about 
a recent case she had dealt with.

An elderly couple living in Kirk Hallam came 
to see her looking �or advice as they were 
struggling �inancially. She looked through 
their �inances and realised that they were not 
claiming everything they were entitled to. 

She assisted them with making claims �or 
social care premiums, pension credits and 
attendance allowance which resulted in their 
income increasing by £11,149 a year!

Wow that’s amazing Sorinne. 

During the lockdown period Sorinne is 
available �or telephone appointments only. 
Please ring 0300 456 8390 to make an 
appointment 

You can view the whole o� Alex’s article about 
the Citizen’s Advice service on our website 
and social media pages. 

Community C entre - Community Shop 
We are supporting the community centre to enable them to open the community 
shop to help those o� you struggling to access �ood in these di�cult times. The shop 
sells a range o� �ood (to cover the cost o� its delivery to the centre) all at a cheap 
price with most items at £1 or under.  There are always some items �ree too. The 
shop is open �or anyone in Kirk Hallam to come along to. 

The shop is open at the �ollowing times:

Wednesday a�ernoons 2pm-4pm and Thursday mornings 10am -12noon 

OPENING
TIMES

Streetgames
We are pleased to let you know that we have 
been success�ul in gaining an additional 
£10,000 worth o� match�unding to work with 
Erewash Borough Council and Streetgames to 
carry out some youth activities in Kirk Hallam 
over an 18 month period. 

Things were due to start in June, but may now 
be delayed �or a �ew months. We’ll keep you 
updated on how this is going.

Our year 6 budget is £173,631. To date we have spent £64,855 and are 
anticipating spending a �urther £60,674 be�ore the end o� year 6. This 
will make a total o� £125,529. 

We have not spent as much as expected partly due to some projects 
being on hold because o� coronavirus, some projects didn’t require 
as much �unding as expected and we were not able to identi�y 
delivery partners �or some projects. At the end o� year 6 we will have 
spent a total o� £711,179.

FINANCE UPDATE



For general enquiries contact us at: 

jsanbigkh@outlook.com

Our website: bigkirkhallam.wordpress.com

Telephone us at: 07952 314622

Write to us at: c/o Jsan Shepherd, Big Kirk Hallam 
Community Centre, Kenilworth Drive, Kirk Hallam, 
Ilkeston, DE7 4EW

Check out our website �or more photos and 
detailed updates o� all the projects we are �unding.

@BigKirkHallamSearch: ‘BigKirkHallam’

Here’s how to keep in touch!
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Big Kirk Hallam meets on the second Wednesday 
o� the month at 5.30pm at the Big Kirk Hallam 
Community Centre. Everyone welcome.

WE’VE LISTENED TO YOU!
We’ve listened to what you told us in the conversations with 
Jane Bettany as part o� the consultation review. We will be 
making some changes to the layout o� �uture editions o� the Big 
Kirk Hallam newsletter and we will include more about what is 
happening. We will also put more posts on social media to keep 
you up-to-date with projects.

Our new plan includes more things �or young people as well as 
looking at how we can use the community centre �or learning 
opportunities �or all the community, just like you asked us to.

We have a few new members on the 
Partnership Group but we do still 
have vacancies so if you would be 
interested in joining the Partnership 
and influencing how the remainder 
of the funding will be spent, please 
contact Jsan our plan coordinator.

Craig, one of the new members said:

 “Be�ore I came onto the Partnership, 
I hadn’t realised quite how much Big 
Kirk Hallam does and the amount o� 
projects it �unds.”

Our partnership members are:
 

Partnership Group Members w

Tracy Thorp (Chair)

Amanda Speake (Vice Chair)

Sarah Addis

Amabel Badder

Christine French

Alex Harris

Antony Robinson

Craig Vitale

John Wall


